MINOR DETAILS

“Freedom to Forget”

Scripture: The Book of Micah 6:1-5
July 5th, 2009

Introduction to the book of Micah:
Time: 750-686 b.c.

History:  Prophesied during the time of the kings: Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah; during his contemporary prophets, Hosea and Isaiah

Micah’s name meant:  “Who is like the Lord”.

1 Listen to what the LORD says:  "Stand up, plead your case before the mountains; let the hills hear what you have to say.    2 Hear, O mountains, the LORD's accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth.  For the LORD has a case against his people; he is lodging a charge against Israel. 3 "My people, what have I done to you?   How have I burdened you? Answer me.   4 I brought you up out of Egypt  and redeemed you from the land of slavery.  I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam.  5 My people, remember  what Balak king of Moab counseled and what Balaam son of Beor answered.  Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD."  Micah 6:1-5 (NIV)
Remember that you’ve got to be DISTINCT.  vs. 9

7 This was the message Balaam delivered:
   “Balak summoned me to come from Aram;
      the king of Moab brought me from the eastern hills.
   ‘Come,’ he said, ‘curse Jacob for me!
      Come and announce Israel’s doom.’
 8 But how can I curse those
      whom God has not cursed?
   How can I condemn those
      whom the Lord has not condemned?
 9 I see them from the cliff tops;
      I watch them from the hills.
   I see a people who live by themselves,
      set apart from other nations.
 10 Who can count Jacob’s descendants, as numerous as dust?
      Who can count even a fourth of Israel’s people?
   Let me die like the righteous;
      let my life end like theirs.”  Numbers 23:7-10 (NLT)
14 Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness? 15 What harmony can there be between Christ and the devil? How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? 16 And what union can there be between God’s temple and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God said:    “I will live in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they will be my people.  17 Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and separate yourselves from them, says the Lord.  Don’t touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you.  18 And I will be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  2 Corinthians 6:14-18 (NLT)
16 How will anyone know that you look favorably on me—on me and on your people—if you don’t go with us? For your presence among us sets your people and me apart from all other people on the earth.”  Exodus 33:16 (NLT)
Remember that you’ve got a KING.  21b
 21 No misfortune is in his plan for Jacob;
      no trouble is in store for Israel.
   For the Lord their God is with them;
      he has been proclaimed their king.  Numbers 23:21 (NLT)
Supporting Scripture:

     But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past.

For these people they felt like they weren’t a real nation without a designated royal family.  So, God gave them what they asked for, a very human king.  He turned out to be as humans go, pretty normal.  He couldn’t handle the job.  He let jealousy and pride lead him away from God.  Micah 5:2 (NLT)
Remember that you’ve got a FUTURE.
 “This is the message of Balaam son of Beor, the message of the man whose eyes see clearly, 4 the message of one who hears the words of God, who sees a vision from the Almighty,
      who bows down with eyes wide open:  5 How beautiful are your tents, O Jacob; how lovely are your homes, O Israel!
 6 They spread before me like palm groves, like gardens by the riverside.  They are like tall trees planted by the Lord,
      like cedars beside the waters.  7 Water will flow from their buckets;  their offspring have all they need.  Their king will be greater than Agag;  their kingdom will be exalted.
 8 God brought them out of Egypt; for them he is as strong as a wild ox.  He devours all the nations that oppose him, breaking their bones in pieces, shooting them with arrows.  9 Like a lion, Israel crouches and lies down; like a lioness, who dares to arouse her?  Blessed is everyone who blesses you, O Israel, and cursed is everyone who curses you.”  Numbers 24:1-9 (NLT)

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us…28 Since we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please God by worshiping him with holy fear and awe.  Hebrews 12:1,28 (NLT)
